
F.-trn 16-3C0 INTERIOP, 
( Q F Y .  PARK SERVICE 

..- 

' REGISTER H l S f O R 1 C  
l N V E N T O R Y  NOMtHAT1ON FORM NPS USE 

{Type a!? entries - 

.,,A 1. NAYE ' .+ ., .. , P  - 

Iqes -3 Intersection floutes and - 
TL T Y  OR C D N G R E S S I O V A L  > i S T R ! C T :  

1 m e r s  
S T A T E  

[ (J. Robcnsozl) 
ICOUNTV: 

I R o c b i n p h z m . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . - . . . A .  A , . . . . - _  
U 

(Check One) 

/ ACCESSISLE 
PUBLSC 

a Agricultural 0 a Park ,  0 T r o n ~ ~ o r t a t i o n  0 Commclrts 

" Q Privare 0 Ofher (rCprcI~p> 

D Educot iono l  Militory [7 A c l i s i o ~ 5  

[J Entertuinmsnt Museum a 5c;entific 

0 Districr ~ ~ j l d i ~ ~  !C 
Cl Site [7 Structure l l 3  Privol* fJ 

- 4 
7 ., * 

h' >.: ,,;. , b , , >  , > .  , + - A  ,' ! I ~ : ' o w N E R ' o F P R ~ ~ ~ R T $ . : ' "  ' . .  < .  : . _ . * A  1 
O W N E R ' S  -. < 4 z 

,Y t 4 

JU 

T 
t-- 

T O W Y I  

0 Object 

..... . . . ."". 
ETC: 

g 5 Be;&g ~onri'clcrsd a' 
Pmserwotiom work 

pR,E_SEJT One Approprle!el I 

" - 
COOC ,$ 

Harr isoaburg 

Rockingham 

-I n 
< 

 ATE 5 U A V E Y :  1972 a Fcderol Sfa7c Cbunty n Local z 
D E P O S I T O R Y  C E 

0 = 
0 ; 
X - 
p+ 
ZI .. 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
STREET 

Governor S t r e e t  0 
Z 

G 1 7 Y  r- < 
o * 
-I 
m 

NATIONAL O F  PLACES 
- FOR ONLY. . .  

. 

E N T R Y  D A T E  

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE 
6-72)  NATIONAL 

complete  applicable sections) 
. , , . ,. . . . , . 

t side of Route 613, m i l e  southwest of of  613 
TOWN:  

Glen Seventh Kenneth 
CODE 

51 165 
. . . . .  

Government 

Commercial Industrial Residence 

Publ ic  Y e s :  

. Restricted 

I 

' ,. . . . . 

. . 

Both unrestricted 

USE {Chock or More es 

CATEGORY 
, TO THE 

NAME.  

Miss Ruth Swank 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: 

C I T Y O R { S T A T E -

C O U R T H O U S E .  R E G I S T R Y  O F  DEEDS. 

County Court House 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: 

C I T Y  O R  T O W N :  S T A T E  

V i r g i n i a  51 

V i r g i n i a  His tor ic  Landmarks Commission Survey 
O F  

FOR S U R V E Y  R E C O R D S .  

, 

A N D  NUMBER: 

221 

OR T O W N :  

Richmond 



(7. DESCRIPTIOW 1 
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CONDITION 
(Ch.ck On.) I (Ch-ck On.) 

a Alt-rmd Uns1t.d n Moved Original Sin I 
DESCRIBE THE P ~ C S L N T  AND O R I C I ~ N A L  (11 Ln-) P M V S S C ~ L  r w e r R r \ - c s  

Erected around 1810, the  Joseph Funk house is a  very pla in  l i t t l e  house 
constructed of logs and sheathed with weatherboarding. It i s  one-and- 
a-half s t o r i e s  high with a  gable roof and an undercut f ron t  gal lery .  The 
ex te r io r  end chimney on the  north end i s  originaLalthough t h a t  on the  
opposite end is a  l a t e r  addition. The three dormer windows, r ea r  sec t ion  
and f ron t  sash, a re  a lso l a t e r  additions. 

Much of the  o r ig ina l  f i n i s h  i n  the f ron t  two rooms of the  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  
i n t ac t .  The walls a re  sheathed with horizontal  boarding, and the  c e i l i n g  
re ta ins  i t s  exposed j o i s t s .  A very simple mantel with paneled f r i e z e  and 
molded shelf  surv ives . in  the  north room. The s t a i r  is boxed i n  with 
v e r t i c a l  boards. To acconxnodate the  music pupils with sleeping quar ters ,  
sheds were added to  the s ides  of the house, but they were l a t e r  removed. 

The log spring house i n  which Joseph ~ u n k  s e t  up-h is  p r in t ing  equipnent 
i n  1847 was demolished p r io r  t o  1934. The second-floor room where t he  pres 
was placed was o r ig ina l ly  a  loom r o w ,  but was converted t o  a  school room 
i n  1837. It served as Funk's publishing house from 1847 u n t i l  1878. . . 
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Joseph Funk(1777-1862)is remembered as an outstanding leader i n  the  
Mennonite f a i t h  and an i n f luen t i a l  musical theor i s t .  Born i n  Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, he was t he  grandson of Henry Funk (Heinreich 
Funck) who migrated to . the  Pennsylvania Colony i n  1719. The immediate 
o r ig in  of the  Funk family i u - ~ u m p e  was the Palat ine  area of the  Holy Roman 
Empire where they had been leaders i n  the  sixteenth-century Anabaptist 
Movement. Henry Funk became the  f i r s t  Mennonite Bishop i n  the American 
colonies. The Mennonites were the  main purveyors of German cu l tu re  i n  the  
Valley of Virginia.  

Bishop Henry had a l a rge  family. However, h i s  s p i r i t u a l  he i r  was "Young 
Henry" who shared h i s  f a t h e r ' s  re l ig ious  enthusiasm and founded the  so- 
ca l led  "Funkite" branch of the  Mennonite Church. Young Henry had 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  with many of h i s  neighbors because, although he refused 
mi l i t a ry  se rv ice  i n  the  Revolution of 1776, he did not condemn the  movement 
al together.  I n  1786 he sold  h i s  properties i n  ~ e n n s ~ l v a n i a  and moved t o  
Rockingham County, Virginia. His son, Joseph, was nine years o ld  a t  t h i s  
time. The remains of the foundation of the  f i r s t  Funk h e  i n  Virginia a r e  
discernible  a few miles northwest of Singers Glen near t h e  present home of 
M r .  Joseph E. Funk, Joseph's only surviving grandson. 

I n  1809 Joseph Funk purchased land near a spring (the land i s  l i s t e d  on the  
t a x  r o l l s  of 1810). The house which marks the  beginning of the  v i l l a g e  of 
Singers Glen was probably b u i l t  shor t ly  a f t e r  the time of purchase. Funk 
married twice; f i r s t  t o  Elizabeth Rhodes i n  1804 by whom he had f i v e  childrl  
and, second, t o  Rachel Briton i n  1814 by whom he had nine children. There 
has been much speculation among Funk scholars t h a t  Rachel Briton may not 
have been Mennonite. There are strong h in t s  of t h i s  i n  Funk's " ~ a t i t u d i -  
narianism" which he a t t r i bu t ed  t o  h i s  wife and i n  h i s  c lo se  connection with 
Cook's Creek Presbyterian Church, near Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Funk was an ear ly  t r ans l a to r  of Mennonite doctr ine  i n to  English. Among h i s  
works was the  t r ans l a t i on  of Elder Peter Burkholder's Mennonite Confession 
of Fai th  i n  1837 with Funk providing an introduction,  explanation and foot-  -- 
notes. Many of the books were published on h i s  own press,  es tabl ished i n  
1847 i n  a log cabin (since destroyed) near h i s  house. 

In  h i s  music career ,  Funk, was noted f o r  h i s  ins t ruc t ion  i n  sacred music I 
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8. 
and f o r  t he  publishing of music and re l igious  books. With h i s  sons he 
s e t  up singing schools i n  Singers Glen and elsewhere i n  the  Valley. He 
was i n f luen t i a l  i n  the  evolution of the  patent note system of musical 
notation,  and h i s  widely used hymnal, the  Harmonia Sacra, went through 
twenty-two edi t ions .  Funk's press operated u n t i l  1878 when Ephraim 
Ruebush and Aldine S. Kieffer,  Funk's grandsons, moved the  publishing 
house t o  Dayton, Virginia.  

M. B. C. 



19. MAJOR 6iBt.iDGRhWCAL REPEREKES 
1 J 

Brunk, Harry A.  His to ry  of Mennonites & V i r g i n i a .  Staunton,  Va.: 
McClure P r i n t i n g  Co., 1959. 

Sherr i l1 ,Eirelyg Norcross.  "Singers Glen," Country Gentlemen (September, 
1934),  14-15. 

wayland, John. "Joseph Funk, Fa the r  of Song i n  Northern Virg in ia ."  
Pennsylvania German, XI1 (1911), 580-594. 

I Richmond , 1 Virg in ia  1 5 1  
112. STATE LIAISOWOFFfCeR c ~ F T ~ I F I C A T W  If R A T i ~ h L  ReWSTER VWWltAT IOW 

I 

. 

Cn 

rn 

- 
Z 

I 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  .. kt+;, EOGRAP H f C l r S ~ * t &  :, .: : . .  - .  : :;::. .,:*, ....... :; ..,-, :;;.,: :.x::;. !,:>tj; ;.:..,.. .::%; ..:..:... :::: ;:.,;:: .::;.:&;::;:...; <;,: :..::; *,>.,<: ~:, ........ .........:. : ................ .......... ............... : . : . . .  .: ,: 9.; :; :.: ..:.:>..*::!!::..::;: :::. 

Cn 

--I 

zu 
C 

n 
-i - 
0 

z 
Cn 

A s  the designated State Liaison Officer f a  the NP- 
. . 
tional ~ i s t o r i c  Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

8-9-5655), 1 hereby nominete this  property for inclusion 

Name 
,.,. ; . , -  , . . , .. . . 

Junius R. Fishburne,  ,Jr., Exec.Direct 
V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commissio I 

1; 

, , 

I .  <, ,::~- Z ' . , ,  ' > : ' L .  , ,.: 
I hereby certify that this  property is included in  the 

Nsti-1 Register. 

in the, National Register and certify that i t  h s s  been 
8 .. . . . , 

evaluated accordinq to the c-iteria and procehres s e t  

forth by the ~ a t i d n a l  Park Servxce. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National '0 State a Local 
, . I . >  , .. 

. , .  

0 
R 

. 

.. >.,, I . .  I 
-' 

office or ~ ~ c h o o i o e ~  and H i ~ l o d s  Pr*=a-afion 

. , , Li l : . ?  . 1 :  . : , .  ? . , !  . - " 1 0 .  . i 2 

L A T I T U D E  A N D  L O N G I T U D E  COORDINATES 
OEFlN lNC A R E C T A N G L E  LOCATING. THE PRO'EPTY 

A P P R O X I M A T E  A C R E I C E  O F  N O Y I N A T E D  P R O P E R T Y :  Less than one a c r e  
I L ~ S T  ALL S T A T E S  AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OGERL*PP!NG S T A T E  OR COUNTY DOUNDARIES 

- 
T ~ t l r  

Date 

CORNER 

NW 

NE.. , 
SE .. 
SW 

. 
L T I T U O E  A N P  LONGIT 'JOE COO.R.D!EA-W' 

D E F I N I N G  T U L  CCWTER P O l N I  O F  A P ~ D P E R T Y  
OF-9 T H A N  T E N  ACRSS 

. , , .. 
Keeper of The National Regzstsr 

Date 

L A T I T U D E  

Dsgr-s Minutas Seconds 

38 o 33 04 - 
: 

CODE 

r n  
C O D E  - 

ST*TE: 

S T A T E !  

G P O  831.894 

LONG,  T U D E  

Dsgr-es Minutes Sveands 

. 78 o .55 .:04. - 
. . 

. . . .  - .  - ' i. r 

L A T I T U D E  

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

. . . .  . .. ., :' -:. 
0 . 
0 " 
D 

L O N G l r U D E  

Dsgr..s Minut., S-cond* 
. - . . .  .P -.-. .. " 

0 

. . .  - 

. ... ,/ .: , :. ! ; 
1 8 .  

.. 0 * .... 

CODE - 
C O D E  - 

COUNTY 

COUNTV:  



=era  10.391 U N I T E D  STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK S E R V I C E  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTYMAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attsch lo or enclose with map) 
1. N A M E  

COMMON IANO/OR HISTORIC 
~NUMERIE CODE ( ~ m m t l n w ~  ~ V N P S )  

Funk, Joseph, House I I 
I I 

I .  LOCATION 

G P O  932-010 

S T A T E  

V i r g i n i a  

3. MAP R E F E R E N C E  

FORM (0-301 * 
16/72) 

SOURCE 

U. S. G. S. 7.5' quadrangle,  
S ingers  Glen, Va. 

U N I T E D  STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL P A R K  S E R V I C E  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

S T R E E T  A N 0  N U Y a S R  

West S ide  o f  Route 613, .3 m i l e  Southwest of I n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Routes 613 and 721. 

COUNTY 

Rockingham 

PROPERTYPHOTOGRAPH FORM 

T O W N  

Singe r s  Glen 

REOYIR~MENTS:  P R O P E R T I  BOUNOARtES. -WERE REQUIRED. A H 0  NORTH ARROW, 

D A T E  

1967 

SCALE 

1 : 24000 

... - 

cl-e with phota@ra&J 

1. NAME 
COMMON 

I I 
2. LOCATION 

TlFlCATlON 
B T  V I E W .  D lRECTlON E T C  

AND/OR HISTORIC 

- 
S T h T E  

V i r g i n i a  

- 
3 PHOTO R E F E R E N C E  

Side view from North. 

NUMERIC CODE (A*.fmwI b7 NPS)  

Funk, Joseph,  House 

COUNTY TOWN 

Rockingham Singers  Glen 

STREET AND NUMBER 

West S ide  of Route 613, .3  mi l e  southwest  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Routes 613 and 721. 

N E G A T ~ V E  F I L E D  A T  

Martha B.  Caldwell 

PHOTO CREDIT  

Martha B. Caldwell ,  Madison 
College,  Harr isonburg,  Va. 

D A T E  

1973 






